IV
THE PROBLEM

As I have already remarked above, our
problem is two-fold. We have to remove
the causes and destroy the influences that
created the atmosphere of despondency and
pessimism into which the country was sunk
immediately before the birth of the new
nationalist movement. For that purpose
we have to construct the history of our
past, and to establish by documentary
evidence of the best kind that there is
nothing in our heredity which inherently
unfits us for the great r61e to which we
are aspiring. On the evidence already pub-
lished, we can very well defend our past
against the calumnies that are often circu-
lated to prove our inherent or ingrained
incapacity for great achievements, whether
in the domain of thought or action, It is
not necessary for us for that purpose to
claim that our civilization was in every
respect superior to the modern civilization,
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